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FRIF) 29 F16R 604 AFRIR YEAIS AIN 62IR AIT | 6ATIR 60 I 60 OF
QEECE! GH2E, D2l YRR FRIR 92 69 AR AIF AERS! ANRIE |

O 6ad QA 08;: "8Q FIRTA ¢l 8Q AIPR AR ARG UIRE | /e,
6RGEAN QU FIRG FIRISE 686! Bi6) RS JeRe 2R, 63 AIFER
QIERE G AIFR Q1Y JAN GI6R FI6R AR/ REAIFIEE A
soallf | “681 68 68 Gn @r 681 I" 8Q AP 9T6 Y AIPR O
QI 22Ae A6 | '68!' RIS IR FIR gART FRIQ T8 QSE, 618
qIFIe QErRIER TR gORe | ATANE, FCFRRR! 68! AP AEE
9fl | 96Q QI AFIBRE QEFRIER Foes GaTR I(R0)

O @f 2eR: 664 '8q’ (F6) YR8 2 QIR 8a AFIEA JIarE]
@l{fa\qp 620 2GR | BB '8q’ @1 Fg QoI gl AGYE FARE 62Q8eI0)
8 ¢ aQ el QATGER TR | 66€), 'BQ OE06R BA AeH
621Q ACIER | RO, FEFRARIER ‘P’ GLER GF QS ‘E8l
6QIR Q¥ 1e° 7 8al 9@ I"qL §10 ‘g9’ Ql '8d'q Aen 62In8
6QIR GiQIE]N | QRINSIHS QUFILS], LIRS R AIAY cdiudiq
QISR T 9661868 8 AEIA AEYSINS QIAI IRELTSI AR YRI5
'2Q’ IORIN KAIQ g2l IERE 6QIRRI 6QIR 2Rfe 89| QIad Ay
5166 FRI 'BQ’ @1 FI51 I8A QRAE 621RR | R AR 6996, QPR
ARe, dae geea ZRARA6R ‘'geia’ @ '8’ NELIQ el |
AlcY €] BIRQAIGA ‘Similarity different masks (Pratisira) are to
be used for gods and men according to their habitation,

-

birth and age’ 66¢], AIGY §IY 98¢ @ 'gF9a’ QUeRIas T 8a
AEYER ‘BQ’ (F) MeR 6AR URR 1 26, 8Q’ @ 'YRHIR ML
A3 REINANG GAQ NINESIA EAMIAl AR, IE6R LR AT I"(R Q)

Q 2l gdl 994 "8Q AGY AFNR BFU FITQ ALY 8 ariee § @
QG ISR AEYE AR | 6IR! FINETER AR AFRAEA T FEAINA
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St qe° €15 QERER 2FE BIRAI QA1 ARG AAR S SIS Qe gel
o Fl6R @ AR GAZSA ! 1Al 8 AABFISR gRIA AFER §Q
SEQIGAGE TP6 G4 QAE! 266 1AQ] aRIee Ak Q626R | 69
QFIAEe 921§ SRFIN QRIIGAAI | 2AGER &SI 6 @i 26 6T6 QU6Q
9l IFR QU6 9 GREA FAS 621R 66IM, FITAN JFEl GEE BES
qieGia QIoIa G16R G167 IR FIER 6RIER G AR | 39
o PIGFS ARIGRER BEATE SR SRR AN e8I RGIER
4e° TR QITEA BIGFS 8 g6 2RAE QUBR RS QRIaA! FRISA
g6 63AIAIAS FIER AR Q6RITR QEIER | AIRGIF A 2aA

0P 0560 @ gRIa 'YRFIN’ A1 BFEIR Qf 2BR6R 60 RIR FIR |

5R66Q QRER 1RIq ‘TSI’ 68w Fd qed | ARIRRI 989 @
JRIR AEY AF) IR Faa; @8 @ 'FEGIEN 681 QI RIASH RGITLBW
AEYG QLR JEiR 9aca SlIFIG o2l G161 AEY SEEa TS I =
80 AN IR QN6 QF I°dR A6 a6i51e 621R TIGR | 6IAU B1R8TY

4210 QA 6 ARREH '‘BERCY RIFIES &l aifie eeie8 1"(R9)

O 6RO, IFM:"ERE J68 8Q RIFSR FJEl 620E QIR AIRdF 658N |
C al006 2Rt 68168 QR6a YOR 6@IS1R 1a AAQE Q5% A gone
Z0l0 60eIaN AIE | 80 §a I°Ye aIBl (8 U geaq) daa
Paerd 691A QRITId | QaRee Bdsa BIal BTl 89 fac eRia
959e FERLN | A0 UAIFEa! I8l 66l QIRER G 6LAER 62
aelngiEa 6aI0) 94 8 99l 89 §ag adh, | 6x6eR 24Iq Q0 64
g1a6N s106) 12! 98 6060 & 6IAAIS CraNGiSl S6iR Talid RE)26A |
9qe6a @F w@Ia 6ARG QO | BRRIER AR & Sk QE2E ARIR 2l
elQeal | 696 8Q GYR 62IRARIA GRIAN | RISH &S 6dISae
oGPE Qlad AR FIF SO 6268 ‘QRFIR’ - goTdl B ARASIAR
Ale | 21568 B PeNIY 9FeR T6QIM FSRRS% AIRISR JORe ARl |
£A5Q F5 QYORIR B 2! 1A 2IR6RAY 2rel 62IRRR 62%) BY S1I0G)
£Q 6056 QYR 6291 BRIR I8 IFE | YRR AIREA K FIe L@
Zrees! (oF1F). S6¢0aR), SRR, 6UIRITS 8 AYLRSER done

211 38 ArgRR QIREA 656 TG AFIBER TEAR TAIFRS PIF AIRTER
122 2RSC 6QIRTR |

|!- f
.
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A6 QYFLE JCTIEN AEASIALG 6TEIRY 626R 64, IUEa TEHE
aGel 60 Q60 98, REYdY B CRIRGIE MEEE 291 1 2GR I T 6AeR
01 8 JAIRER QI6R | N8 C1e PR BER Tl 86 UG QIER FLE |
29 2506 99 /8 QI QIge RAIREIN | FIRNGS BAEA CIIE 6RRITIN @,
F60EERIER AL QIQIER Qehe 84 |

8060 UARTe QTR GFR GG QYR AGY AITYeR!, Iae 8
ClRERea gIIa 618, gIF Jeae ARPa i 8 QAR 6qI0Rg = I”
(Indeed the unique feature of Chhau dances is its mask. We do
not have parallel dance form in other parts of India. Explanations
are offered for the word chhau to be corrupt word from Sanskrit
Chhaya (shadow or image). Etymologically, Chhadma (disguise)
instead of Chhaya sounds more probable, since in Assam too
we find that masks are called Chhou pronounced as so(n) and
the word is derived from Chhadma. Some believe that the word
is derived from Chhaun (war camps), where the solder\eiers
practised pharikhanda (Phari-shield, Khanda-sword) excercises,
which, as a matter of fact, do form the basic action of Chhau.
There is another word in Oriya language from which the word
Chhau is derived and it means ‘'to attack’. It has some validity, for,
in the initial stage Chhau dance was limited to ‘Rookmar Nach’ -
defend and attack dance. At least this practice was prevalent in
Mayurbhanj, the neighbouring experiencedly State. Because of
the use of the mask the word chhau, derived from Chhadma,
seems to be logical since those dances are in variably performed
with masks. In the neighbouring these dances were combined to
Chharmabhum, Saraikella, Kharswan, Phorahat and Mayurbhanj.
But at present the dances are performed in a member of
surrounding villaged during the Chaitra festival.”.

A noteworthy feature of Chhau music is the use of
compositions of favours Oriya poets - Upendra Bhanja, Kavi Surya,
Udita Narayan and also folk songs. Bug the words are discarded
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as only the tunes are played on the Shehnai and Mahuri. These
songs are deeply embeded in the hearts of Oriyas and the tunes
evoke the sentiments and create Rasa. In Mayurbhanj Chhay

dances the words are sang by the musicians. But in Saraikella
only the tunes are played.”

The imagenary inspiring the caflis is derived from sourees

like the daily routine work of an Oriya housewife, nature and sub-

human creatures and their movements, casual work done by rural
youth and martial crafts”)(13)

o

6RIAT AIQIESIA: "66000 9F ANGER PuR AR 286 g4 |
Sdele@ 661E' 2BRA 2RGIE, 6960 9dFeR, fRIR 8 BFel fRe
SIaR | GLAEGIR BQ 65l eIl - BRI FIFN0E, DLIOR TR RAR
(€68 1 9RT 8610 aAFIeera YRRz I 6c1RIgR | (Itis gen-
erally considered that there are four distinct styles of Chhau
seattered in various regions in East India, though all are
within an area where the states of West Bengal, Bihar and
Orissa Converge. The four styles of Chhau are that of
Mayurbhanj in Orissa, Saraikella in Bihar, although origi-

nally a part of Orissa, Purulia in West Bengal and Midnapur
also in West Bengal.)(14)

@@ 698" "FRRASA 6RIG FAIRG AFGE BARIC §6S IR OQF
aaqam | SI9R 6G1RIR 9@ 2rel QIRER 86 QI Q& 8 gR6Q <Rl
9alsle’ 6202R1 | AINER BRY AGY IAL 6aTIGIR UNEAS! Flpey
.Q'?' 69161d FRQ GAl Quaie YRETITRG! RIN *%2Q1 696 ga
ﬂ_@@m' FIRT QIR 2R8E seadml @ 19! 'sasiglar ReRl | 9@ Qe
saanw Olf) QK51 6291 FqIa 6186l @a1DI | @ a4 6€inia ey
dIF9R 6QISIR QTG QDeR | TRAAIEH AR 2eaq Fepion JADER
JRIFR ARGIRE @926 | (For the People of Mayurbhanj, the
Chhau dance was the highest expression of the Kshairiya

€ was the part of the ruling class

.
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and expressed the origin of that class in fighting. While many
dances in India are performed by professional artists in a
temple setting or before an aristocratic patron, the Chau
was perfomed by non-professionals, the aristocrats them-
selves. The Chhau dance is believed to have originated from
Bhairab's teachings; itis a form of dancing axix to the art of
warfare. The Kshatriya people perfomed this dance as part
of their own entertainment and for the people of this State
as an expression of their style.)(15)

JERIAR, RIR 0AL: "IGa 6Q6R QIER 6QI06Q BIRA 62R 8a
Blisiql | ¥g! 2IQBI 666 999 lel 996 | FIRIRIRI 8 ARIGUSTIRFQL Ay
on | 92Ig6F @848 AR 8 AR IR 6QIRIN | gosaReIrRG ARIR
4 QAR | 6QYM, AT A1 8iR afe GERIRI BEEN GIE PR IS
AOR6R 296 URISIEER BLU YIS gel 6068 | 8A6A gell egell
Q0 QIRdIa 019 ARl | QLITR @R Qfiel 928 RARIER | L2 ole
5ol 6801 Qi | ¥2ig BE 6 RIPA ‘2 QLIAIRAIER | QAR 6RIM
2la AgA | 61 AIZEN Qe Qeiaia 966l 6<1G 622 | 6CINER 8¢ QQ
QiR 92l - SR, UAR, QB QBINR 6QIA QISR | RIS 69N
RAIAQIAN | 8GER AT (ARG @ 2eRAA 6Q9@ AlF) AT
(qea,@q-qmq—q_sé 6FIS AEY) QEF Qe (SIS QT - 66 QIR
QIIeR! QIeY Q1 2Iee adal) 96° g6 2iera gl R8T @l QIEF QTS

gge D(R9)

JGRIAR, UEAG FIZ: 80 AIPA TR QAR QIR & gl eI,
goa @°qe 6 eRIa Q"q5e 98 621021 gFi6) GaiR @6 | 969
@ 2iF GIRTI - GIFEIRE AIS, TAIHISI 631, JRFIR Ale 8 2@ 48
Q1069 Q26 6262Rl | AIBIR, 6qIE 8 AFR AICQ TRIT QAFIR B8R
Ale6e AAREe 241 F6QRZ RIS, AR A1E, AR, AIGST Ql0 A9 8
ATAICR TAQ QST 8 65iR1 IYEA BRI RAUIAR 1"(RT)

Qid. Q1eR:"ea 60F S8 BFEL; QIS 8Q RIPEQ YRS ala
GeIae 10 6 'QTR’ 9@ 61§ BeE 61 | a2l - Seka Gell, S
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G2 QU OG5 | '8Q’ 106 F6RIT QuFR 48 62102R | 8GR, B1as!
@ 8QQ1 | 6FlIQ AMUAER '8N’ 8 ‘AR’ | 92l IR AR IS
62102/Q16) 8 FIR §Q6) F6AIT §Q QIR 2] T6Q A6A 'BR’ AIPA
2el 62Rl 48 AIP @ ARIR AIF | FEPRER! 8 FIINNS BA AIPER
6EIRG QPRGN G JOUIC 6808 TUCEER IR SIFI MR AU AL
66im1 | @8 & 2QUY gEL FBRREET ‘QRFIA’ AT B T6LARRIER
‘TGS 66IR” AIFIBR RS 62AUMI | YORTI BA 66RIER UBREE
Qe FRI G | IT0E 6 62760 IORE 6R66R ATIFIR BARIR, BIRIP
Ql 8 AP NINER AAE | 968, BARIS FREE YIRS I(R )

QO dgel, fICL : “65LUS 6967 2IF ala 606 RIS 62R2RI, 6Ae)TIet
g% Q@ FId 20e 996 SRAMI | 2iF glea BARIFR 631EN 2SR
4l NE° IR UGRIA BIIQ YER RFIR LG | i, gR 6 ORY @F
M0l BIIQ £16% 6L 60186 (QIAIP) CIRIEA B 628 2RIER TIQ
ORIR JRIFIER BORIS LAY QQ2ER | ABNAGKY QIRIRIR FIEH
B QIR QISR B QINICAA IR UAEH I° BIOR 6AIRE
UKIea IRIFING AGY AIEF B JRSAR QAR JRARI | 662 QR
@6m B9lr AEER UNYRI BIETER QIR VIRV 60aRl | ¢ @
dsIRIER 62119 6RRYM, FIR AFY AT6R 608QR Pigda 621 TIR
PR |
60Q O96R TRAR AR QIFeR 2if ¢ OIRQUSNF FRFER BARIS
S2aEmI | EQ 2iF oo QaiFisn @ aiges iFRIaR ¢ia ERILAIEH 62G!
STALEM 1 AUA GIR ASIFISH 6RIR FTRI RIAZSA | QeRIRG 696 2
BQ QI FJ61l BIF1 Sl6Q &M, 695 QIFRITIRER FidiR 6L U6Q QA 69569
JEEEa ARG QA | 8Q QI 51 B8 AeY K091 T 8 AIeq diosiae
QR | TRl BAER AURAIA 694 86 A1 6268 QI 17 AR BRIFRIRAS!
AIg | 2 dleq aIafda IS6a T 8a Qlo 6LQem!l | 1o6R fiQ, gl
EIRIIE, 2R, AR, AIFERD, I8 (9aen ), QIg, AR 2eYHe ;191;
U9 ALURIAN FIER ASY @Y26A | J6YR BQ G FI519 9@ AUYeR @RT QR

OISRl | BER 6GFIER F6 OF RIGUSR, 69FIsh <rad 28 62 Aie
REER | i
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RQ QoM

QI85! 60 AIPA 6REER QARIEH FAI 8AGE ALY QeRIQ g2l gAl |

@ 9Fiel 5 6267 - QIFjeIRal 6 Q1 QRS | IR AIFIRASTS,
~EIEIN 651 966 AGIRIRIFIER TCER AIFJR 261 & A6 gadie aqdsa I"

"a0Iae 6 BARIe 0ASA ABE YR | 699 B0 6 Qe AIRIA! leY

¢ 2R8e 62adm 1"(90)

O

0GRITINYIS, 6099 ‘gaRRIa 2 fAde: @ 20RIP | IR AIFED
6697 GAAZIER 24 &' ASL, GRMT MY Gelan 6a161A 6a161d
PEAEG FI RIQ GORA 6QUIN | BERER TURFIR QA58 Y A1
RGeS GR-AEY | ‘681" S BIAST §16) 23R | URAIRR EBIPH S61ATe]
4 Q16 1A BIGE | EITN 62 & IABEQ GRITIEIE G @6l elarsia.
goealkl RaQ! diR ¢ 28R6R ‘681 @R & Qo2m! 1"(9 Q)

Qiaian, a8l "A9aas 8« e dAY QIPEQ G‘ﬁS@Gﬁﬁ @&
64 96 12l giF YRR RIS G el AR PRI TR QLR
asal” C“A close look at the community which performs the
Mayurbhanj Chhau dances shows that although the dance
is an expression of village culture, it has carried forward

many tribal elements.”)(9 9)

QgeIg, Gelfa: "AGANES Qeia FRIQIRI DGR N8 UFIRSR
s3arIasa QeIsA QIFRGF! IS 6202RI | GRYR 069 FIvA 3eQiq.

RGOS BIR 89 RIS B8 6RECER QI 8 6066 AIE AIFReA Al

aeq aiacen | G199 QIFE 08 ARIRIAIR QFASA QAR @C,
£QRIIRIQ Ol HRIT ARIEH BEQARRIE IR 620169 8RS QgD
94066 FTINIRIF RLQIER ARIIRI LR PBERGRIG a6 QR
Al @66l B0 2l FIF ATIAR AR 645 Aa Qe BIIG,
a4 6RR2EA | PIRIF FRI AITIAIR AR 6e@SH | 64 JADER QAR
Qisa LeG QLIPRSE OB RITAN JI6ER QAR AIR@ 681R AIC
SeIGeEM 8 RER AIGLER | 69 AR RIGEIFIEH A6 Fas @R
8 QIGiE TOEI @ J06Q QIF AIP ACRISM | 64 AFKLEL Jaaéiel Rle

caIGale. Qairdiel el 8 SRR 6aaemI 1"
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‘@It dRIFlnG QdEID BIIQ QRS Crasldl 8 AR, QA ARG 8!

QI5EE, 65190 6aIRl, LERUFR, MR BISG! ASUD AISAIR ST 608 AIGE
SRR qosm 1"

Ead eIerIe §8l G2ad | A6 QIRQIFER goed a8l I°]IB]
CAGR A 241 B 96D UeRe OR TdiB AIT' 62R! | AIF' ¢Q ARG @Rl |
Q6! UBF G QIR AT 181 LT ARINIRI FIRIFT 92 A% AR CENR

QREQR B2IR IR AIFl! AIF CEIR R ARAIER IFIC FSRINLAF ATRIA
QD LM |

QEFIR BREN AR VLA A8l 69, QG AIP AOIR 6eR FdH
e Adie BN, AR, FIAIS, 6RIA, TRL, 6FE 8 FYM AIP QAI]

231 6QaRIRE | 1@ AP 6QRIZY 2Q QRGR oF FRIEQ ANAIRER SR
eRIRdR 1'(oM) |

O aaiedy, ALEeI: ‘604 & TSI 6AadIR 6€, FIFFD AIGTRRINR
QEAIR BAAIP TGHRIR ZREIR GRRISA TILIA T6FISH 28R SEeaaR!
8 FIBEAE AdYB IR AR RALR! | YIS IFIY QIR LIRS, ZIFGIAN
FIRRIFIER 1 RIPQ RECIFREI @R26R | 76 VPRI 8 Y08
FRICIRI IAEHINIER KSR FALA RIS dIRSH |” “¢] §gIA aQRE
64, 60T 'Y’ 6106 LR AR 2 GES! BIRY 60669 AR SRR
YORIG Q69 | Y0I6Q GENE AT FE 64 YeImTUQ GRAUIQE!

R AIPTR Q2R IIIRG 86 ARE '8’ 6 '68l" QLS | oI AUTER”

85" 6106 2 96" FIsR Do AREIEA IFa adeq RIRZER I

(Therefore, it can be concluded that the Raj.-family of
Bagmundi introduced the present form of Chhau dance which
spread up to neighbouring areas of Seraikella and Mayurbhanja.
Almost all the Rajas and the Maharajas and the tribal chiefs

patronised it, but the Maharajas of Seraikella and Mayurbhanj ul-
timately developed new characters out of it "

“Therefore, | believe that the word has been derived from
the Sanskrit work sand (Thewordis a

who dresses himself to represent
clown.”

late Sanskrit meaning one
another character mostly

3
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“It must be stated here that the actual word used by the
rural talk of Purulia for this dance is Chho and also Chha and not
Chhau as it is popularly known today. The Marwari word Chhack
means ghost - form Chhack the word Chhau can be derived philo-
logically - Chhau dance was originally dance of ghosts and gob-
lins or the followers of Siva before the shrine of Siva in the course
of His annual worship. "(9%)

Q fAedA: ‘80 AGYR IS g AKANS, B6QARRI G AERIA Iegle
PERQ S8R AcYea I"(9 &)

O fgis, a6 64 "8Q AIF FIEFITA AQI0IG 6§CQST AQ1 FIRN RE6
20l BRI QHI9R BRI FIRGA IR g4 AIE | 17 49 28R QAR
QAFRTRl, G0 G BF¢I g6 E8ED 62RTR | 666 1 ARITD
q§ Cradsa ¢ &0 6%, I8 2ERe) 6aISA 9@ AR flee 98
621 2IBAR GUETITR FIRRA QF UAISR ART°E RIR1R 668 @l
2Pq S67RAR, FRARS 8 gaRARl - 10a O Gf S6AIF 'IR'A Q8
62108 1"(99) ,

O £IgIeel, AgaE: “s8l RIS AF] KIQSIS IYE IRASRA TUMT [alal3ta]
REYESR | AF] YIgeIR gemeia 68l e 681 F161 Ay aIgl Qamel
RE F6LRGR! 681 6511, ARGF (FQIQ), FRLEER aq 64im1 G
saciaa 681 65RICBEANA BIFR 8 QAYTRI 8 626R 68 LFQR
Q0 656N ¥e° IR TFI PIERA 681'q YR 4E5a QIR QR | gl
B URGFR 'TRRAI" FRES IR BERG D6EIBE 626 6¢ 681 RIS &
PHREA LRTITR RIS BRIFR T EARS | BRY QTI6R Y AR SIANE,
Qg, IR 9elél <Re 68 AENRAN 3R, TErQl, Qeae IRIEa
4e° UIRQID FRIA 618 PRAGEIRN, 2RIARIE FRQ 6T6IRRIR & G
2Rl 2lie. ARTR QIPER FRI QISFAIRA BRRIRAIE BUINE 62iH QIR
8 edsasl BEQRAIQ FRIUEA QY 6TERSN TR adis QIR
g6 |

“¢IPtd QRElE TRAR AAIBAITR FIER & RIeRa AIF '6al" @ '8
QORES 681 9 BA AIFIGNS AAZER | FYE VS QG €8, @FA AIRIES



aa QoY o

(RC9T) AIFFR AIFl '8’ AIS 6N FIER AGIER | £ 98 ARIRT, ARIR
Ie° MRAINE JeRIReRl a6l I} TInR 64, RIeT'a QI 681 RIS |

‘S0 QIGAQ 2GR AGY 62G8 68! AIP | @ AR PNNER ER |
2R 29 666 I'RIFA 'PIIRS) QUMES, 6918 249 6QYIFIAR 'CATEN'6R |
glioia A9 6<Hiel 9@46‘6:161‘1 @18 Rie @ digl AP, RIGE AIP, Wial FIe, AR |
Qe (ABIRAIR), AIRSIRIR, QIR EAa @ AR 99 CIRG IARBER 1‘
QoQeH (i:,_ﬂQGi_GQGI R AU B GlINR FIP aaiel gFe 3 Al %;_Fl‘ﬁm |
deedigiea ¢ AIe 98 62108 1'(99) !!-1

QO  fEIE, ARISFIER: "8Q AIP OF I8 4oa 8 FERIgIN aRIGL QLR
A6Q GRIEYA AR @ 216d8 aGlel IR IBA SRR, 1€ aRIGETR
AF6HIY 2EHITAIR TR YA IRFIE QIR | BQ RIFR g9
Bgleflen gIaes 97 986 QU | 6QFIER AR WER SR

- QY ol TNFIRT QULLTITR Q6L TR AR ALY AFID GR2IE |
8Q AP A°TFR IGE TUCHSA! QARG 6AAIEH ATA KLE | 6OQ
27 6@60@ F80 QID @ AGIGR! d2 JFNR QI6Q 2986, 69AIeR
UOHARRIER YD AY SAFNRNS RIF FAIFIRER ARSI KA

AR AYL | 9T UEAISR! ARG I AMEID 92 6AIR BRAICAN
UBAURER AR QE6F1 PI9Y 681a AIGR 1"(97)

O ' fglde, AYIRIS: "6FILA URFIA 29 @ ‘84’ 0 '8q'q 2IT8 | 8
2e] 897 | 981 8@ §1061 ‘88’ AAY°E | 9QIBF UG 6615 FrI 2
E2IRTIER B8R RITR AR IR AFRR | §Q AR A FAE FIFIER
T@IR IFIAER FARERINR AFIES 696! 2IGFIR YEFIR RO2ER, FT6)
RITR QREQ | HRUIR QIFTT 261G @8 a6 QUGS BIDST 8ladn
FRIES IR AR RSB ARAAI IQIG ARIHER 62Q2URI AIT, 698

BIQS Q19 Q661 RAFMER "9 6210 ‘810’ 9 '8d’ AITE 2IRIa
IS AGJR! AARTRN 1"(9 )

Agidig, QIeIRI8: "FAYARER ‘88" AIF TUGIEEN ARIAIGIR
HRUBAIER BRI 6RIR ALK FgEER AIXE aeva Fige a8
SRRLRI | @Lia 6 SIFRE AIAIS AIRIG A8 TREH aagd 1 BIgRe
YRRT, BEPERR @ FIRNNE CRESIS 86 65m 98 62108l "(No)
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O g, FasRYR: "8Q faa 2 8a @ 8@ | 1 LIRIER FERFISH AR
Jala 8R6S £181 8 661G 98 FIPE 621M Y2IA RIF BARIS YRR |
QIOTQ! 871 ABONEA ZAYIAY YRR Fil 8Q IR 62Q1Q 6QSILI |
@R FgNASEA ARIAIES 1@ SRAIC 36518 QA6 AN @RRE |

4 A6YQ Q65I8Q & 64 QIGEIR 2RQU IR Y 62Ia2R 8 ALY
AFBER 99, SIR B AN I8 G6RITR 2°qd 6F1ReIN | GEQ! QgAY 6<1 IE 86
RIE' FRIEA 9Q FRIA LR AGY JOTIe 6IR2IN | 19, §IIS, 2T, RQEl, OB
AOYIE | 8Q CIQIF ATY QIR LIQ! | 686 2S AIFIRY AIRER A°6NR 2N | @R
QR IRI6S QR6EIT AeTFIE g6 KAITN | AER IR QIR HFEE 6AFIRR,
A6S QF6S JRSIQ A QRICIN | BQ AAIRIRT FIRSQ ARLR! 8 2RRSR
PRSAIR BALIQI AFKER QIRY ARG G‘\alamgm | 92 QIgl ARIQSISS
U CRAIFA GF TR G5 2N 621Q U8l LRIT IR 6618 g1 1"

"8Q AITER FIRDR BIEAIR J6FIP 6T J66F SIQINR @R QF 6221
262 QU 2R | R QI 2eAa gEY AIFE I8 dala QUILIAl @ @R
QLI AR 1"(NR)

Q 8], 9. ¥R, JORRIA QIGFS QRN agall 38 AR 616
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(According to A.N. Mukherjee (Census 1961) a certain
Mahunt or elephant driver of the Raja of Baghmundi in Purulia,
named Raghunath Singh fled to Seraikella about 250 years ago
or so, and under the patronage of the Raja of Seraikella he learnt
the ant of Chhau. After returning to Purulia, he.staged Chhau to
the great enjoyment and pleasure of the Raja of Baghmundi, who
in turn brought skilled Sutradhars from Bartalapara of Burdwan
town and had then make masks out of Simuli wood.)(32)
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(“ ‘Chho' is a regional folk dance. This dance is primarily
combined to the adjacent border areas of three adjoining States -
West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. Theseborder areas dominated
by the tribal population were historically refered to as 'Jharkhand'.
Purulia district of West Bengal, Singhbhum and Seraikella regions
of Bihar and also Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar areas of Orissa are
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at present considered to be the centres of Chho dance. In some
neighbouring regions of these concentrated zones such as
Jhargram in West Bengal, and some parts of Ranchi, Hazaribagh
and Dhanbad districts of Bihar, Chho is also practised.

Although the distribution of Chho ‘dance is limited to the
adjacent bordering areas of West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, it
has regional specialisation. Both in style of dance and form of
masks, the Chho of Purulia has speciality of its own. The masks
and the dance form of Orissa also exhibit certain features which
are different from those of Bihar and West Bengal.

Chho is out and out a mask dance. Mask is, therefore,
integrally associated with-Chho, so to have some idea about the
dance one should know thoroughly about the related masks. The
intimate idea about the masks can best be derived from their
cultural history.

The masks of Purulia have speciality of their own so far as
the forms are concerned. This is probably due to regional cultural
characteristics.”

“The dance is refered to in three different terms - Chhau,
Chho and Chha. Among the three names which are used in
specifying the dance, the urban based enlightened research
workers mention it as ‘Chhau’. But the research workers who are
the sons of the soil are reluctant to accept it and they prefer the
term ‘Chho’. A few of them are in favour of usirig the term ‘Chha’.
- The local research workers in general do not find any difference
between the terms 'Chho’ and ‘Chha’, but they prefer the word
‘Chho’ and vehemently oppose the term ‘Chhau’ in marring the
dance.")(33)
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SeI0 O6@E QORIQ GIer 692 6AITER (AIF, AR EIEGARA Y CIER |
6RYEE, “TORIA 85U 20 IR 8 BARIT ae geid BReIRe 96R1eS |
@Ges I' (“Based on the principles of Bharata's Natya Sutra it has
assimilated into itself the Orissan style of Gotipo dancing and to
some extent the fold dances of memerous tribes that in habit the
land. The product has been an unique art of Dancing - one of the

classics of India, like the Kathakali, the Kathak, the Manipuri or
the Bharata Natyam.

‘6Fe o 2eIel YR gaet gae ea (Fsl) QI BE6I AR 6T | |
|e
|

The Chait Parba or this World famous art of Chhow (mask)
dance is another peculiarity of the Orissa state alone. The
government of Bihar in their press note dated Ranchi, the 12th
September, 1949, have unwittingly admitted their Oriya origin when
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they said "government have made liberal grances for Ratha Jatra
and the Chhow dance which are typical Oriya functions.” (vide a
colossal Hoax, P.17). “The background of music of the dances
and the dances themselves are Oriya in composition, conception
and execution.”)(36)

O 2606, gAAIR: RIS °Ye 10 ‘BN’ (Fp-8) 2 8IR, 89 gelel
FIEN | BQ1 64110 181l R6Y | (BG¢Ia FIRRRga AeYRIAN AIER a6
75l WIS QIR F61 BI9e 62a2IRI5) AFG SR 6 TR QoI @I
GRS 99 | DI gEBIRR 24 918 | saen QS dAIFIER 126Q
&°8l gedl QoI5 | REYS B8N 65lm aTsa €06 @ dedlo saImelq |
T9'%) BR RIS FIROS §191 6917 2R | o disee (P62 goig S°e608)
69 AIY Q1P ek KaIRgER |"

(“The dance derives its name from the Sanskrit word(root:
Chha) ‘Chhaya’' - meaning shade, image or mask. The Chhau is
a masked dance, (Mayurbhanj, in Orissa, preserves a Chhau form
in which the performers do not wear masks), The mask needs
no apology in the reason of histrionic art - when the face ceases
to be the focus of emotional expression, the movements of the
body become more expansive and dynamicin expressioning the
inner feelings. Therefore, the dance demands concentration and
the,focussing of the whole body. Skill becomes the only element
that counts. However, only man and boys perform in Chhau.

The Choreography of these dancings is Orissa (formerly
Seraikella was in Orissa) in composition, execution and design

- and has been highly praised by both foreign and Indian dance
critics.

Previously Chhou dance was primarily a presentation of

- virtile acrobatic dance of sword play. Kumar Saheb gave a new

meaning to the concept of Chhou by incorporating ‘Lasya’ in the
dance.") (37)
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Upendra Biswal who gave pep and vigour to the ‘Amina Sahi Akra',
was ultimately called by the then Maharaja of Mayurbhanj as a
trainee and a ‘Guru’ to Mayurbhanj. He was amply rewarded with
village grants and gave a new life to the Mayurbhanj Chhow Dance.
His chief Disciple Rajendra Pattanayak was so much devoted to
this ‘Muse’ of Dancing, that legends of Romance have grown round
his name. He sparned wealth, for the sake of Art and refused to
leave his sweet home, Seraikella - a place surcharged with all

the artistic environemnts which a true devotee of the Muse of
Dancing Wants.'(P.97).
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6MYRE, ‘Based on the principles of Bharata's Natyz Sutra it has
aggimillated into itself the Orissian style of Gotipo dancing and to

some extent the both dances of numerous tribes that inhabit the
Iand.'(P.94).
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Office of the Private Secretary to the Raja and Ruling Chief

of Dhenkanal (Feudatory state), MO.N0.2430, The palace of
Dhenkanal, Date-26.4.1927.

| (Seal) The Sarabarakar of Chndasekhai prasad is hereby
directed that he should in no occasion ask the players of Chhau
Party to render bethi so long as they are actual in part.

sd/- R.M. Pattanayak
officiating Private Secretary
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